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An oscillation circuit includes: an oscillation unit which
includes a first terminal and a second terminal connected to
a vibrator; a third terminal to which a ground potential is
supplied; a fourth terminal which is electrically connected to
the second terminal, and to which at least one of an AC
voltage for driving the vibrator and a voltage for operating
the oscillation unit is applied; and a first switching unit
which switches modes of electrical connection between the
first terminal and the third terminal.
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1
OSCILLATION CIRCUIT, OSCILLATOR,
MANUFACTURING METHOD OF
OSCILLATOR, ELECTRONIC DEVICE, AND
MOVING OBJECT

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to an oscillation circuit, an
oscillator, a manufacturing method of an oscillator, an
electronic device, and a moving object.

2. Related Art

From time to time it is necessary to inspect the charac-
teristics of a vibrator such as a crystal vibrator (piezoelectric
vibrator) or a vibrator having a micro electromechanical
system (MEMS). To do this, overdrive inspection is per-
formed by inspecting the frequency characteristics of the
vibrator by applying an alternating current (AC) signal with
high current, voltage, or power to drive the vibrator. Alter-
natively, drive level inspection may be performed by
inspecting the fluctuation of frequency characteristics of the
vibrator by applying a signal obtained by gradually increas-
ing or decreasing a frequency of an AC signal with high
current, voltage, or power to drive the vibrator.

Recently, however, an oscillator in which a crystal vibra-
tor and an oscillation circuit are accommodated in the same
accommodation container (housing) has been developed in
order to provide a miniaturized oscillator. Accordingly,
various investigations are needed in order to inspect the
characteristics of the vibrator after mounting the crystal
vibrator and the oscillation circuit in the same accommoda-
tion container.

JP-A-2001-102870 discloses a crystal oscillator that
includes an analog switch which is controlled by applying a
specified DC voltage to an inspecting terminal when inspect-
ing characteristics of a crystal vibrator and a power input
terminal. In this oscillator, the crystal vibrator is electrically
connected to the inspecting terminal through an analog
switch when inspecting the crystal vibrator. On the other
hand, the inspecting terminal is separated from the crystal
vibrator when normally operating the oscillator.

JP-A-2009-201097 discloses a crystal oscillator which
uses a function terminal of the oscillator as an inspecting
terminal of a crystal vibrator.

That is, in JP-A-2009-201097, an output terminal and a
standby terminal are selected as terminals to be used with the
inspecting terminal of the crystal vibrator. This is because a
switching circuit is controlled with a power supply voltage
when inspecting the characteristics of the crystal vibrator.

To stabilize an operation of the switching circuit, how-
ever, it is necessary to apply a potential with high stability
to a power supply terminal and a ground terminal. If such
terminals are used as the crystal inspection terminal, a signal
of'the crystal vibrator may be superposed with a DC voltage,
and accordingly the power supply voltage may be unstable.
Therefore, the two terminals of the crystal vibrator are
limited to the output terminal and the standby terminal.

In both JP-A-2001-102870 and JP-A-2009-201097, when
inspection of the vibrator is performed, the power supply
terminal and the ground terminal are necessary for control-
ling the analog switch and the switching circuit. In addition,
two crystal inspection terminals which are connected to the
vibrator are used for the inspection. As such, it is necessary
to manage the connection of electrodes and probes electri-
cally connected to the four terminals. Since there are a great
number of connection portions to be managed, the likeli-
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2

hood of an inspection malfunction due to a connection
failure increases, and the reliability of the inspection may be
decreased.

SUMMARY

An advantage of some aspects of the invention is to
provide an oscillation circuit, an oscillator, a manufacturing
method of an oscillator, an electronic device, and a moving
object which can increase the reliability of the inspection of
a vibrator.

Application Example 1

This application example is directed to an oscillation
circuit including: an oscillation unit which includes a first
terminal and a second terminal connected to a vibrator; a
third terminal which is connected to a predetermined poten-
tial; a fourth terminal which is electrically connected to the
second terminal; and a first switching unit which switches
modes of electrical connection between the first terminal and
the third terminal, in which the fourth terminal is a terminal
to which at least one of an AC voltage for driving the
vibrator and a voltage for operating the oscillation unit is
applied.

According to this application example, it is possible to
perform the inspection of the characteristics of the vibrator
such as the overdrive inspection or the drive level inspec-
tion, by supplying the AC voltage for driving the vibrator
between the third terminal electrically connected to the first
terminal and the fourth terminal electrically connected to the
second terminal. At the time of the normal operation of the
oscillation circuit and the inspection of the vibrator, the third
terminal and the fourth terminal are commonly used, and
accordingly it is possible to reduce the number of terminals
used in the inspection, compared to a case of providing an
inspecting terminal dedicated to the inspection. Thus, it is
possible to reduce the possibility of an inspection malfunc-
tion due to a failure in the electrical connection between a
probe for inputting an inspecting signal and a terminal on the
oscillation circuit side, and therefore, it is possible to realize
the oscillation circuit with improved reliability in the inspec-
tion of the vibrator. In addition, it is possible to supply an AC
voltage for inspecting the characteristics of the vibrator to
the vibrator through the third terminal and the fourth termi-
nal, not using the oscillation unit, and accordingly, a limi-
tation regarding a magnitude of the AC voltage for inspect-
ing the vibrator is reduced, compared to a case of supplying
the AC voltage for inspecting the vibrator to the vibrator
through the oscillation unit. Since the terminal dedicated to
the inspection is commonly used with the terminal used at
the time of the normal operation, it is possible to reduce the
number of terminals and to miniaturize the oscillation cir-
cuit.

Application Example 2

In the oscillation circuit according to the application
example described above, it is preferable that the predeter-
mined voltage is a ground voltage.

According to this application example, since the third
terminal is a terminal connected to the ground voltage, it is
possible to apply the AC voltage for inspecting the vibrator
to the vibrator in a more stable state, when the AC voltage
for inspecting the vibrator is supplied between the third
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terminal electrically connected to the first terminal and the
fourth terminal electrically connected to the second termi-
nal.

Application Example 3

In the oscillation circuit according to the application
example described above, it is preferable that the first
switching unit is a circuit including a function of protecting
the oscillation unit from a voltage higher than a maximum
voltage applied to the first terminal in a state where the
oscillation unit is operated.

According to this application example, since the first
switching unit can be commonly used with the circuit having
a function of protecting the oscillation unit from the voltage
higher than a maximum voltage applied to the first terminal
in a state where the oscillation unit is operated, for example,
static electricity, it is possible to reduce a circuit size,
compared to a case of separately providing a dedicated
switch as the first switching unit and a circuit for static
electricity protection. Therefore, it is possible to realize an
oscillation circuit which can be miniaturized.

Application Example 4

In the oscillation circuit according to the application
example described above, it is preferable that the first
terminal is an input terminal of the oscillation unit.

According to this application example, since the input
terminal of the oscillation unit is connected to the ground
potential side, it is easy to stop the operation of the oscil-
lation unit at the time of inspection of the vibrator. Accord-
ingly, since the magnitude of the voltage which is generated
from the oscillation unit at the time of inspection of the
vibrator and applied to the vibrator is reduced, it is possible
to realize an oscillation circuit with improved reliability in
the inspection of the vibrator. It is possible to realize an
oscillation circuit with less concern regarding degradation of
the oscillation unit, even when the AC voltage for inspecting
the vibrator is applied.

Application Example 5

In the oscillation circuit according to the application
example described above, it is preferable that the first
switching unit includes a transistor.

According to this application example, it is possible to
easily control the electrical connection between the first
terminal and the third terminal by using the transistor as a
switch circuit, for example. In addition, it is possible to
perform the inspection of the vibrator by using three termi-
nals of the third terminal, a terminal for supplying the power
supply potential for operating the transistor, and the fourth
terminal. Thus, it is possible to reduce the possibility of an
inspection malfunction due to a failure in the electrical
connection between the first terminal and the third terminal
and to inspect the vibrator with the small number of termi-
nals, and therefore, it is possible to realize an oscillation
circuit with improved reliability in the inspection of the
vibrator.

Application Example 6
In the oscillation circuit according to the application

example described above, it is preferable that the fourth
terminal is not any one of a terminal to which a power supply
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potential is supplied and a terminal to which an oscillation
signal of the oscillation circuit is output.

According to this application example, since the fourth
terminal is not the terminal to which the power supply
potential is supplied, it is possible to perform the inspection
of the vibrator without being affected by noise due to
fluctuation of the power potential at the time of the inspec-
tion of the vibrator. In addition, since the fourth terminal is
not the terminal to which a transmission signal of the
oscillation circuit is output, the terminal to which a trans-
mission signal of the oscillation circuit is output and the
vibrator are not connected to each other in an electrical
circuit manner. Accordingly, it is possible to weaken elec-
trical coupling between the fourth terminal and the terminal
to which an oscillation signal of the oscillation circuit is
output, that is, to maintain the electrical coupling at a high
impedance, and therefore it is possible to reduce malfunc-
tion at the time of normal operation of the oscillation circuit.

Application Example 7

In the oscillation circuit according to the application
example described above, it is preferable that the oscillation
circuit further includes a control unit which controls the first
switching unit, the first switching unit includes a first mode
in which the first terminal and the third terminal are con-
trolled to be electrically connected to each other, and a
second mode in which the first terminal and the third
terminal are controlled so as not to be electrically connected
to each other, and the control unit switches the first switch-
ing unit from the second mode to the first mode, based on a
clock signal input in a period in which the supplied power
potential is equal to or greater than a reference value.

According to this application example, since the control
unit performs switching of the mode based on the two
signals of the magnitude of the power potential and the clock
signals, the mode is not switched by only the fluctuation of
the power potential, and accordingly, it is possible to reduce
the possibility of the malfunction of unintentionally switch-
ing the mode.

Application Example 8

In the oscillation circuit according to the application
example described above, it is preferable that the oscillation
circuit further includes a second switching unit which
switches modes of electrical connection between the second
terminal and the fourth terminal.

According to this application example, as the terminal for
inspection when inspecting the vibrator, the fourth terminal
can be commonly used as a function terminal (for example,
a terminal which receives input of the control signal for
controlling the oscillation frequency) at the time of the
normal operation of the oscillation circuit, and accordingly
it is possible to reduce the number of terminals used in the
inspection, compared to a case of providing the inspection
terminal dedicated to the inspection. Thus, it is possible to
reduce a possibility of occurrence of malfunction of the
inspection due to a failure in electrical connection between
a probe for inputting an inspecting signal and a terminal on
the oscillation circuit side, and therefore, it is possible to
realize the oscillation circuit with improved reliability in the
inspection of the vibrator.

Application Example 9

In the oscillation circuit according to the application
example described above, it is preferable that the oscillation
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circuit further includes a second switching unit which
switches modes of electrical connection between the second
terminal and the fourth terminal; and a control unit which
controls the first switching unit and the second switching
unit, the first switching unit and the second switching unit
include a first mode in which the first terminal and the third
terminal are controlled to be electrically connected to each
other and the second terminal and the fourth terminal are
controlled to be electrically connected to each other, and a
second mode in which the first terminal and the third
terminal are controlled so as not to be electrically connected
to each other and the second terminal and the fourth terminal
are controlled so as not to be electrically connected to each
other, and the control unit switches the mode of the first
switching unit and the second switching unit from the
second mode to the first mode, based on a clock signal input
in a period in which the supplied power potential is equal to
or greater than a reference value.

According to this application example, since the control
unit performs switching of the mode based on the two
signals of the magnitude of the power potential and the clock
signal, the mode is not switched by only the fluctuation of
the power potential, and accordingly, it is possible to reduce
the possibility of the malfunction of unintentionally switch-
ing the mode.

Application Example 10

This application example is directed to an oscillation
circuit including: an oscillation section which uses a vibrator
as a frequency source and includes a feedback conduction
path between the vibrator and the oscillation section; a path
through which a signal passes from the oscillation section to
the vibrator; a path through which a signal passes from the
vibrator to the oscillation section; and an impedance control
section which controls an impedance between the path
through which a signal passes from the vibrator to the
oscillation section and a ground conduction path, in which
the path through which a signal passes from the oscillation
section to the vibrator is a path to which an AC voltage for
driving the vibrator is applied.

According to this application example, by supplying a AC
voltage for driving the vibrator, for example, the AC voltage
for inspecting characteristics of the vibrator between the
path through which a signal passes from the oscillation
section to the vibrator and the ground conduction path, and
by controlling an impedance between the path through
which a signal passes from the vibrator to the oscillation
section and the ground conduction path to be decreased by
the impedance control section, it is possible to perform
inspection of the characteristics of the vibrator such as the
overdrive inspection and drive level inspection. At the time
of the normal operation of the oscillation circuit and the
inspection of the vibrator, the terminal to which an AC
voltage for inspection is applied and the ground conduction
path can be commonly used, and accordingly it is possible
to reduce the number of terminals used in the inspection,
compared to a case of providing an inspecting terminal
dedicated to the inspection, for example. Thus, it is possible
to reduce a possibility of occurrence of malfunction of the
inspection due to a failure in electrical connection between
a probe for inputting an inspecting the AC voltage and a
terminal on the oscillation circuit side, and therefore, it is
possible to realize the oscillation circuit with improved
reliability in the inspection of the vibrator. In addition, it is
possible to supply an AC voltage for inspecting the charac-
teristics of the vibrator to the vibrator through the path
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through which a signal passes from the oscillation section to
the vibrator and the ground conduction path, not using the
oscillation section, and accordingly, a limitation regarding
the magnitude of the AC voltage for inspecting the charac-
teristics of the vibrator is reduced, compared to a case of
supplying the AC voltage for inspecting the characteristics
of the vibrator to the vibrator through the oscillation section.
It is possible to realize an oscillation circuit with less
concern regarding degradation of the oscillation unit, even
when the AC voltage for inspecting the characteristics of the
vibrator is applied.

Application Example 11

This application example is directed to an oscillator
including: any of the oscillation circuits described above;
and a vibrator.

Application Example 12

In the oscillator according to the application example
described above, it is preferable that oscillator further
includes a package which accommodates the oscillation
circuit and the vibrator.

According to this application example, since the oscilla-
tion circuit with improved reliability in the inspection of the
vibrator is included, and therefore it is possible to realize an
oscillator with improved reliability in the inspection of the
vibrator.

Application Example 13

This application example is directed to a manufacturing
method of an oscillator including: preparing a configuration
of including an oscillation circuit including an oscillation
unit which includes a first terminal and a second terminal
connected to a vibrator, a third terminal which is connected
to a predetermined potential, a fourth terminal which is
electrically connected to the second terminal, and a first
switching unit which switches modes of electrical connec-
tion between the first terminal and the third terminal, and a
vibrator, in which the oscillation circuit and the vibrator are
electrically connected to each other, and the first switching
unit is switched so as to electrically connect the first terminal
and the third terminal to each other; applying an AC voltage
to the third terminal and the fourth terminal; and switching
the first switching unit so as not to electrically connect the
first terminal and the third terminal to each other.

According to this application example, by supplying the
AC voltage for inspecting the vibrator between the third
terminal and the fourth terminal, it is possible to perform the
inspection of the characteristics of the vibrator such as
overdrive inspection or drive level inspection. At the time of
the normal operation of the oscillation circuit and the
inspection of the vibrator, the third terminal can be com-
monly used, and accordingly it is possible to reduce the
number of terminals used in the inspection, compared to a
case of providing an inspecting terminal dedicated to the
inspection. Thus, it is possible to reduce the possibility of an
inspection malfunction due to a failure in the electrical
connection between a probe for inputting an inspecting
signal and a terminal on the oscillation circuit side, and
therefore, it is possible to realize a manufacturing method of
an oscillator with improved reliability in the inspection of
the vibrator. When the third terminal is a terminal connected
to the ground potential, for example, it is possible to supply
the ground potential as a reference of the AC voltage for
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vibrator inspection and the ground potential of the oscilla-
tion circuit to the commonly-used third terminal. Therefore,
it is possible to further reduce the number of terminals used
in the inspection.

Application Example 14

In the manufacturing method of an oscillator according to
the application example described above, it is preferable that
the AC voltage applied to the third terminal and the fourth
terminal is at least one of a voltage for overdrive inspection
and a voltage for drive level inspection.

According to this application example, since at least one
of the overdrive inspection and the drive level inspection is
performed as the inspection of the vibrator, it is possible to
determine that the oscillator confirmed as a good product in
the inspection of the vibrator, is a good product. Therefore,
it is possible to manufacture the oscillator with high reli-
ability.

Application Example 15

This application example is directed to an electronic
device including any of the oscillation circuits described
above, or any of the oscillators described above.

Application Example 16

This application example is directed to a moving object
including any of the oscillation circuits described above, or
any of the oscillators described above.

According to this application example, since the oscilla-
tion circuit or the oscillator with improved reliability in the
inspection of the vibrator is included, it is possible to realize
an electronic device and a moving object with high reliabil-

ity.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein like num-
bers reference like elements.

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of an oscillation circuit
according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing an example of a
configuration of an oscillation unit.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram showing an example of a
configuration of an oscillation unit which is a modification
example of an oscillation unit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram showing a circuit configuration
of a first switching unit which is a modification of a first
switching unit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a timing chart for illustrating a mode switching
operation of a control unit.

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram showing a configuration
example of a second switching unit having an input tolerant
function.

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram of an oscillation circuit
according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram of an oscillation circuit
according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of an oscillator of the
embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of an oscillator of a
modification example.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing a manufacturing method
of an oscillator according to the embodiment.
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FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing an outline of a signal
applying step.

FIG. 13 is a functional block diagram of an electronic
device according to the embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an example of the appear-
ance of a smart phone which is an example of an electronic
device.

FIG. 15 is a diagram (top view) showing an example of
a moving object according to the embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferable embodiments of the invention will
be described in detail with reference to the drawings. The
accompanying drawings are provided for convenience of
description. The examples which will be described later do
not limit the scope of the invention. The entirety of the
configurations which will be described later are not neces-
sarily essential constituent elements of the invention.

1. Oscillation Circuit According to First
Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of an oscillation circuit 1
according to a first embodiment. A part or an entirety of the
oscillation circuit 1 may be configured with a semiconductor
device.

The oscillation circuit 1 according to the embodiment
includes an oscillation section which uses a vibrator 100 as
a frequency source and includes a feedback conduction path
between the vibrator 100 and the oscillation section, a path
through which a signal passes from the oscillation section to
the vibrator 100, a path through which a signal passes from
the vibrator 100 to the oscillation section, and an impedance
control section which controls an impedance between the
path through which a signal passes from the vibrator 100 to
the oscillation section and a ground conduction path. The
oscillation circuit 1 according to the first embodiment as an
example of the invention has a configuration of not includ-
ing the vibrator 100, but the vibrator 100 may be included
in the oscillation circuit 1.

More specifically, the oscillation circuit 1 includes an
oscillation unit 10 which includes a first terminal 11 and a
second terminal 12 connected to the vibrator 100, a third
terminal 13 to which a ground potential VSS (one example
of a predetermined potential) is supplied, a fourth terminal
14 which is electrically connected to the second terminal 12,
and a first switching unit 21 which switches modes of
electrical connection between the first terminal 11 and the
third terminal 13. The functions of the oscillation section
described above are mainly realized by the oscillation unit
10. A part of the path through which a signal passes from the
oscillation section to the vibrator 100 is a portion where the
second terminal 12 and an XO terminal input and output unit
44 are electrically connected to each other. A part of the path
through which a signal passes from the vibrator 100 to the
oscillation section is a portion where the first terminal 11 and
the first switching unit 21 are electrically connected to each
other. The impedance control section described above is
mainly realized by the first terminal 11 and the first switch-
ing unit 21. In the example shown in FIG. 1, the oscillation
circuit 1 further includes a control unit 30 which controls the
first switching unit 21 and a second switching unit 22, the
XO terminal input and output unit 44, a fifth terminal 15 to
which a power potential VDD is supplied, and a sixth
terminal 16 which outputs an oscillation signal.
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The oscillation unit 10 is electrically connected to the
vibrator 100 and performs an oscillation operation. As the
oscillation unit 10, various well-known oscillation circuits
such as a pierce oscillation circuit, an inverter-type oscilla-
tion circuit, a Colpitts oscillation circuit, and a Hartley
oscillation circuit can be used. In the embodiment, the
oscillation unit 10 is a pierce oscillation circuit. In the
embodiment, the oscillation unit 10 is configured with a bias
generation circuit 41, a frequency control unit 42, and an
output buffer 43.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing an example of a
configuration of the oscillation unit 10. In the example
shown in FIG. 2, the oscillation unit 10 includes a transistor
M11, capacitors C11 to C15, resistors R11 to R12, and a
current source CS11. The capacitor C11 and the capacitor
C12 are DC cut capacitances. The capacitor C13 and the
capacitor C14 are variable capacitances for frequency con-
trolling. By providing the capacitor C11 and the capacitor
C12, it is possible to control a bias voltage applied to the
capacitor C13 and the capacitor C14 to be separated from the
transistor M11 and the like. In addition, when performing
inspection of characteristics of the vibrator 100 such as
overdrive inspection or drive level inspection, it is possible
to reduce a risk of a through current flowing into the
transistor M11.

The first terminal 11 and a base of the transistor M11 are
connected to each other through the capacitor C11. The
second terminal 12 and a collector of the transistor M11 are
connected to each other through the capacitor C12. The base
and the collector of the transistor M11 are connected to each
other through the resistor R11. The collector of the transistor
M11 and the power potential VDD are connected to each
other through the current source CS11. The collector of the
transistor M11 is connected to an input terminal of the output
buffer 43. An emitter of the transistor M11 is connected to
the ground potential VSS. The capacitor C13 and the capaci-
tor C15 are connected in series, with one end of the capacitor
(C13 connected to the first terminal 11, and one end of the
capacitor C15 connected to the ground potential VSS. One
end of the capacitor C14 is connected to the second terminal
12. The other end of the capacitor C14 is connected to a
common connection portion of the capacitor C13 and the
capacitor C15, and is connected to an output terminal of the
frequency control unit 42 through the resistor R12. A bias
voltage output by the bias generation circuit 41 is supplied
to one end of the capacitor C13 and one end of the capacitor
C14.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram showing an example of a
configuration of an oscillation unit 10a which is a modifi-
cation example of the oscillation unit 10. The oscillation unit
10a has a configuration of the oscillation unit 10 excluding
the capacitor C11 and the capacitor C12 which are DC cut
capacitances. Accordingly, a configuration of receiving a
bias voltage from the bias generation circuit 41 is also
excluded. The other configurations are the same as those of
the oscillation unit 10.

In the oscillation unit 10 shown in FIG. 2 and the
oscillation unit 10a shown in FIG. 3, an input terminal side
is set as the first terminal 11 and an output terminal side is
set as the second terminal 12, but an input terminal side can
be set as the second terminal 12 and an output terminal side
can be set as the first terminal 11.

Returning to FIG. 1, the bias generation circuit 41 gen-
erates a bias voltage and supplies the bias voltage to the
oscillation unit 10, based on power supplied from the fifth
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terminal 15. In the embodiment, the bias voltage is supplied
to the capacitor C13 and the capacitor C14 of the oscillation
unit 10.

The frequency control unit 42 controls variable capaci-
tances (capacitor C13 and the capacitor C14 of FIG. 2)
included in the oscillation unit 10 based on a control signal
input to the fourth terminal 14. That is, in the example
shown in FIG. 1, the fourth terminal 14 also functions as a
terminal for frequency controlling. Accordingly, it is pos-
sible to control an oscillation frequency of the oscillation
unit 10. The frequency control unit 42 may include an
amplification circuit which amplifies a control signal input
to the fourth terminal 14 and outputs the control signal to the
oscillation unit 10.

The output buffer 43 is configured with the amplification
circuit. The oscillation signal output by the oscillation unit
10 is input to the output buffer 43, and the output buffer
outputs the signal to the sixth terminal 16.

The first switching unit 21 switches modes of electrical
connection between the first terminal 11 of the oscillation
unit 10 and the third terminal 13 to which the ground
potential VSS is supplied. In the example shown in FIG. 1,
the first switching unit 21 switches modes of electrical
connection between the first terminal 11 and the third
terminal 13 based on the control signal output by the control
unit 30. The first switching unit 21, for example, includes a
switch connected between the first terminal 11 and the third
terminal 13. In the example shown in FIG. 1, an NMOS
transistor N1 functions as the switch.

In the example shown in FIG. 1, the second terminal 12
and the fourth terminal 14 are electrically connected to each
other through the XO terminal input and output unit 44 and
the second switching unit 22. The XO terminal input and
output unit 44 connects the second terminal 12 of the
oscillation unit 10 and the vibrator 100 to each other, and
connects the second terminal 12 and the second switching
unit 22 to each other through the resistor R2. The resistor R2
functions as an electro-static discharge (ESD) protection
element with respect to the second switching unit 22.

According to the oscillation circuit 1 of the embodiment,
by supplying a voltage signal (one example of an AC voltage
for driving the vibrator 100) for inspecting characteristics of
the vibrator 100 between the path through which a signal
passes from the oscillation section to the vibrator 100 and
the ground conduction path, and by controlling an imped-
ance between the path through which a signal passes from
the vibrator 100 to the oscillation section and the ground
conduction path to be decreased by the impedance control
section, it is possible to perform inspection of the charac-
teristics of the vibrator 100 such as the overdrive inspection
(test of applying an alternating current (AC) signal to
perform strong excitation of the vibrator 100), drive level
inspection (frequency stability test of the vibrator 100 when
inputting the AC signal while changing amplitude), or
frequency adjustment of the vibrator 100 (performing
adjustment of the vibrator 100 by measuring a resonance
frequency of the vibrator 100 and setting the measured
resonance frequency to a desired resonance frequency). At
the time of the normal operation of the oscillation circuit 1
and the inspection of the vibrator 100, the terminal to which
a voltage for inspection is applied and the ground conduc-
tion path can be commonly used, and accordingly it is
possible to reduce the number of terminals used in the
inspection, compared to a case of providing an inspecting
terminal dedicated to the inspection, for example. Thus, it is
possible to reduce the possibility of an inspection malfunc-
tion due to a failure in the electrical connection between a



US 9,461,585 B2

11

probe for inputting an inspecting signal and a terminal on the
oscillation circuit 1 side, and therefore, it is possible to
realize the oscillation circuit 1 with improved reliability in
the inspection of the vibrator 100. In addition, it is possible
to supply a voltage signal for inspecting the characteristics
of the vibrator 100 to the vibrator 100 through the path
through which a signal passes from the oscillation section to
the vibrator and the ground conduction path, not using the
oscillation section, and accordingly, a limitation regarding a
magnitude of the voltage signal is reduced, compared to a
case of supplying the voltage signal to the vibrator 100
through the oscillation section. It is possible to realize the
oscillation circuit 1 with less concern regarding degradation
of the oscillation unit 10, even when an inspection signal of
the vibrator 100 is applied.

More specifically, according to the oscillation circuit 1 of
the embodiment, it is possible to perform the inspection of
the characteristics of the vibrator 100 such as the overdrive
inspection or the drive level inspection, for example, by
supplying the voltage signal (one example of AC voltage for
driving the vibrator 100) for inspecting the vibrator 100
between the third terminal 13 electrically connected to the
first terminal 11 and the fourth terminal 14 electrically
connected to the second terminal 12, for example. At the
time of the normal operation of the oscillation circuit 1 and
the inspection of the vibrator 100, the third terminal 13 and
the fourth terminal 14 are commonly used, and accordingly
it is possible to reduce the number of terminals used in the
inspection, compared to a case of providing an inspecting
terminal dedicated to the inspection. Thus, it is possible to
reduce the possibility of an inspection malfunction due to a
failure in the electrical connection between a probe for
inputting an inspecting signal and a terminal on the oscil-
lation circuit 1 side, and therefore, it is possible to realize the
oscillation circuit 1 with improved reliability in the inspec-
tion of the vibrator. In addition, it is possible to supply a
voltage signal for inspecting the characteristics of the vibra-
tor 100 to the vibrator 100 through the third terminal 13 and
the fourth terminal 14, not using the oscillation unit 10, and
accordingly, a limitation regarding a magnitude of the volt-
age signal is reduced, compared to a case of supplying the
voltage signal to the vibrator 100 through the oscillation unit
10. Since the terminal dedicated to the inspection is com-
monly used with the terminal used at the time of the normal
operation, it is possible to reduce the number of terminals
and to miniaturize the oscillation circuit 1.

As shown in FIG. 1, the oscillation circuit 1 may further
include the second switching unit 22 which switches modes
of electrical connection between the second terminal 12 and
the fourth terminal 14.

The second switching unit 22 includes a switch SW which
switches modes of electrical connection between the second
terminal 12 and the fourth terminal 14. The switch SW
switches modes of electrical connection between the second
terminal 12 and the fourth terminal 14, based on the control
signal output by the control unit 30. The switch SW may be
configured with the transistor.

According to the oscillation circuit 1 of the embodiment,
as the terminal for inspection when inspecting the vibrator
100, the fourth terminal 14 can be used as a function
terminal (for example, a terminal which receives input of the
control signal for controlling the oscillation frequency) at
the time of the normal operation of the oscillation circuit 1,
and accordingly it is possible to reduce the number of
terminals used in the inspection, compared to a case of
providing the inspection terminal dedicated to the inspec-
tion. Thus, it is possible to reduce the possibility of an
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inspection malfunction due to a failure in the electrical
connection between a probe for inputting an inspecting
signal and a terminal on the oscillation circuit side, and
therefore, it is possible to realize the oscillation circuit 1
with improved reliability in the inspection of the vibrator
100.

As shown in FIG. 1, the first switching unit 21 may be a
circuit (electrostatic discharge protection circuit, which is
one example of a circuit which protects the oscillation unit
10 from a voltage higher than the maximum voltage applied
to the first terminal 11 in a state where the oscillation unit 10
is operated) having a function of protecting the oscillation
unit 10 from static electricity. In the example shown in FIG.
1, the first switching unit 21 includes the NMOS transistor
N1 which is an example of the transistor and the resistor R1,
and functions as an electrostatic discharge protection circuit
with respect to the oscillation unit 10 or the vibrator 100 on
the first terminal 11 side.

A drain of the NMOS transistor N1 is connected to the
first terminal 11 and a source thereof is connected to the
ground potential VSS. One end of the resistor R1 is con-
nected to a gate of the NMOS transistor N1 and the other end
thereof is connected to the ground potential VSS. The
control signal from the control unit 30 is input to the gate of
the NMOS transistor N1, and the NMOS transistor N1
switches between an ON state and an OFF state based on the
input control signal.

According to the oscillation circuit 1 of the embodiment,
since the first switching unit 21 is an electrostatic discharge
protection circuit, it is possible to reduce a circuit size,
compared to a case of providing a dedicated switch as the
first switching unit 21. Therefore, it is possible to realize the
oscillation circuit 1 which can be miniaturized.

As the first switching unit 21, a plurality of electrostatic
discharge protection circuits may be connected between the
first terminal 11 and the ground potential VSS. When the
plurality of first switching units 21 of the embodiment are
connected in parallel, it is possible to further improve a
function of discharging static electricity of the first switch-
ing units 21, and to increase the number of paths of the
voltage signal for inspection applied to the vibrator 100 to
the ground potential VSS. Therefore, it is possible to reduce
the magnitude of the voltage signal for inspection flowing to
one of the first switching units 21, compared to a case of
including only one first switching unit 21, and accordingly
a possibility of damaging the first switching unit 21 is
reduced, and a limitation regarding a magnitude of the
voltage signal for inspection is reduced.

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram showing a circuit configuration
of a first switching unit 21¢ which is a modification of the
first switching unit 21. The first switching unit 21a shown in
FIG. 4 may be configured with a circuit including the NMOS
transistor N1 and the resistor R1, and an element (electro
static discharge protection element) TH having a function of
protecting the oscillation unit 10 from static electricity, for
example, a thyristor or a diode. with the configuration
described above, it is possible to easily control the electrical
connection between the first terminal 11 and the third
terminal 13 to which the ground potential VSS is applied by
using the NMOS transistor N1 as a switching circuit at the
time of inspection of the vibrator 100, and to further improve
durability of the oscillation unit 10 with respect to the static
electricity in a case of operating the oscillation unit as an
oscillator, and therefore it is possible to realize the oscilla-
tion circuit 1 with higher reliability.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the first terminal 11 may be
an input terminal of the oscillation unit 10. In addition, as
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shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the second terminal 12 may be an
output terminal of the oscillation unit 10.

According to the oscillation circuit 1 of the embodiment,
since the input terminal of the oscillation unit 10 is con-
nected to the ground potential side, for example, it is easy to
stop the operation of the oscillation unit 10 at the time of
inspection of the vibrator 100. Accordingly, since the mag-
nitude of the signal which is generated from the oscillation
unit 10 at the time of inspection of the vibrator 100 and is
applied to the vibrator 100 is reduced, it is possible to realize
the oscillation circuit 1 with improved reliability in the
inspection of the vibrator 100. It is possible to realize the
oscillation circuit 1 with less concern regarding degradation
of the oscillation unit 10, even when an inspection signal of
the vibrator 100 is applied.

As shown in FIG. 1, the first switching unit 21 may
include a transistor. In the example shown in FIG. 1, the first
switching unit 21 includes the NMOS transistor N1.

According to the oscillation circuit 1 of the embodiment,
it is possible to easily control the electrical connection
between the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13 to
which the ground potential VSS is supplied by using the
NMOS transistor N1 as a switching circuit, for example. In
addition, it is possible to inspect the vibrator 100 by using
three terminals of the third terminal 13 to which the ground
potential VSS is supplied, the fifth terminal 15 for supplying
the power potential VDD for operating the NMOS transistor
N1, and the fourth terminal 14. Thus, it is possible to reduce
the possibility of an inspection malfunction due to a failure
in the electrical connection between the first terminal 11 and
the third terminal 13 and to inspect the vibrator 100 with the
small number of terminals, and therefore, it is possible to
realize the oscillation circuit 1 with improved reliability in
the inspection of the vibrator 100.

As shown in FIG. 1, the fourth terminal 14 is preferably
a terminal which is neither a terminal to which the power
potential VDD is supplied (fifth terminal 15), the terminal to
which the ground potential VSS is supplied (third terminal
13), nor the terminal to which a transmission signal of the
oscillation circuit 1 is output (sixth terminal 16; transmission
signal output terminal).

Since the fourth terminal 14 is a terminal which is not the
terminal to which the power potential VDD is supplied (fifth
terminal 15), it is possible to perform the inspection of the
vibrator 100 without being affected by noise due to fluctua-
tion of the power potential VDD at the time of the inspection
of the vibrator 100. In addition, since the fourth terminal 14
is a terminal which is not the terminal to which the ground
potential VSS is supplied (third terminal 13), it is possible to
supply the voltage signal for inspection of the vibrator 100
between the third terminal 13 and the fourth terminal 14 at
the time of inspection of the vibrator 100. Further, since the
fourth terminal 14 is a terminal which is not the terminal to
which a transmission signal of the oscillation circuit 1 is
output (sixth terminal 16), the terminal to which a transmis-
sion signal of the oscillation circuit 1 is output (sixth
terminal 16) and the vibrator 100 are not connected to each
other by an electrical circuit. Accordingly, it is possible to
weaken the electrical coupling between the fourth terminal
14 and the terminal to which a transmission signal of the
oscillation circuit 1 is output (sixth terminal 16), that is, to
maintain the electrical coupling at a high impedance, and
therefore it is possible to reduce malfunction at the time of
normal operation of the oscillation circuit 1.

As shown in FIG. 1, the oscillation circuit 1 may further
include the control unit 30 which controls the first switching
unit 21, the first switching unit 21 may include a first mode
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in which the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13 are
controlled to be electrically connected to each other, and a
second mode in which the first terminal 11 and the third
terminal 13 are controlled so as not to be electrically
connected to each other, and the control unit 30 may switch
the first switching unit 21 from the second mode to the first
mode, based on a clock signal SCLK input in a period in
which the supplied power potential VDD is equal to or
greater than a reference value Vt.

In addition, the oscillation circuit 1 may further include
the second switching unit 22 which switches modes of
electrical connection between the second terminal 12 and the
fourth terminal 14, and the control unit 30 which controls the
first switching unit 21 and the second switching unit 22, the
first switching unit 21 and the second switching unit 22 may
include a first mode in which the first terminal 11 and the
third terminal 13 are controlled to be electrically connected
to each other and the second terminal 12 and the fourth
terminal 14 are controlled to be electrically connected to
each other, and a second mode in which the first terminal 11
and the third terminal 13 are controlled so as not to be
electrically connected to each other and the second terminal
12 and the fourth terminal 14 are controlled so as not to be
electrically connected to each other, and the control unit 30
may switch the mode of the first switching unit 21 and the
second switching unit 22 from the second mode to the first
mode, based on the clock signal SCLK input in a period in
which the supplied power potential VDD is equal to or
greater than the reference value Vt.

In the example shown in FIG. 1, the control unit 30
includes a serial interface 31, a resistor 32, a memory 33, and
a PMOS transistor P1.

The serial interface 31 receives the power potential VDD
and input of the clock signal SCLK, and controls the resistor
32 and the memory 33 based on the input clock signal
SCLK. In the embodiment, the clock signal SCLK is input
from the fourth terminal 14. In the embodiment, the serial
interface 31 includes a resistor writing mode in which data
is written in the resistor 32, and a memory writing mode in
which data is written in the resistor 32 and the memory 33.

The resistor 32 stores data for controlling the first switch-
ing unit 21, the second switching unit 22, the frequency
control unit 42, and the oscillation unit 10, and controls the
first switching unit 21, the second switching unit 22, the
frequency control unit 42, and the oscillation unit 10 based
on the stored data. When applying an electrical current to the
oscillation circuit 1, the resistor 32 writes and stores the data
stored in the memory 33, and stores new data written by the
serial interface 31 when new data is written by the serial
interface 31.

The memory 33 stores data stored in the resistor 32 when
applying an electrical current to the oscillation circuit 1. The
memory 33 may, for example, be configured with various
examples of well-known nonvolatile memory such as a
rewritable nonvolatile memory including an electrically
erasable programmable read-only memory (EEPROM) or a
flash memory, a floating gate avalanche injection metal
oxide semiconductor (FAMOS) memory which is not elec-
trically rewritable but erasable by emitting an ultraviolet ray,
or a non-rewritable nonvolatile memory such as a mask
read-only memory (ROM). The FAMOS memory has a
system of accumulating a charge on a floating gate by
avalanche implantation, and this kind of memory is a
nonvolatile memory used as a one-time programmable
memory (OTP).

A drain of the PMOS transistor P1 is connected to the
power potential VDD, a source thereof is connected to the
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gate of the NMOS transistor N1 of the first switching unit
21, and the control signal output by the resistor 32 is input
to a gate thereof through the second switching unit 22. The
PMOS transistor P1 outputs the control signal to the gate of
the NMOS transistor N1 of the first switching unit 21. In the
example shown in FIG. 1, the control signal output by the
resistor 32 is received by the gate through the second
switching unit 22, but the control signal output by the
resistor 32 may be directly received by the gate.

In the first mode, the control unit 30 controls the first
switching unit 21 so as to set an electrical connection state
between the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13 to the
ON state. In addition, in the first mode, the control unit 30
controls the second switching unit 22 so as to set an
electrical connection state between the second terminal 12
and the fourth terminal 14 to the ON state. Further, in the
first mode, the control unit 30 controls the frequency control
unit 42 so as to stop an operation of the frequency control
unit 42.

In the second mode, the control unit 30 controls the first
switching unit 21 so as to set an electrical connection state
between the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13 to the
OFF state. In addition, in the second mode, the control unit
30 controls the second switching unit 22 so as to set an
electrical connection state between the second terminal 12
and the fourth terminal 14 to the OFF state. Further, in the
second mode, the control unit 30 controls the frequency
control unit 42 so as to cause the normal operation of the
frequency control unit 42.

FIG. 5 is a timing chart for illustrating a mode switching
operation of the control unit 30. In FIG. 5, a horizontal axis
corresponds to time and a vertical axis corresponds to
voltage. The timing chart at the upper portion of FIG. 5
indicates the power potential VDD supplied to the control
unit 30, and the timing chart at the lower portion of FIG. 5
indicates the clock signal SCLK input to the control unit 30.

In the example shown in FIG. 5, the power potential VDD
is 0 V at the time 10, a voltage VDDL at the time t1, and the
reference value Vt at the time t2, and is increased to a
voltage VDDH thereafter. The mode switching operation is
started at the time t3 which is a time of increased pulse of
the initial clock signal SCLK input in a period where the
power potential VDD is the voltage VDDH higher than the
reference value Vi, the first switching unit 21 and the second
switching unit 22 are controlled to be the first mode, for
example, based on the pulse of the clock signal SCLK
thereafter, and the control unit 30 at the time t4 when the
power potential VDD is returned to the voltage VDDL
controls the first switching unit 21 and the second switching
unit 22, and switches the mode to the second mode by
controlling the first switching unit 21 and the second switch-
ing unit 22, for example.

According to the oscillation circuit 1 of the embodiment,
since the control unit 30 performs switching of the mode
based on the two signals of the magnitude of the power
potential VDD and the clock signals SCLK, the mode is not
switched by only the fluctuation of the power potential
VDD, and accordingly, it is possible to reduce the possibility
of the malfunction of unintentionally switching the mode.

In the case of the first mode, the control unit 30 may
control the current source CS11 so as to stop the operation
of the current source CS11 of the oscillation unit 10 or the
oscillation unit 10a. Accordingly, it is possible to control the
current supplied to the collector of the transistor M11 of the
oscillation unit 10 or the oscillation unit 10a, and therefore
it is possible to reduce the possibility of malfunction of the
oscillation unit 10 or the oscillation unit 10a.
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When the voltage input from the fourth terminal 14
exceeds the power current VDD, the second switching unit
22 preferably has an input tolerant function of preventing
reverse flow of the current from the fourth terminal 14 to the
fifth terminal 15. In the example shown in FIG. 1, at the time
of the normal operation of the oscillation circuit 1, a signal
for frequency control is input to the fourth terminal 14. Since
auser of the oscillation circuit 1 sets the voltage of the signal
for frequency control, a voltage higher than the power
potential VDD may be erroneously input. Accordingly, the
second switching unit 22 has an input tolerant function, and
therefore it is possible to suppress negative influence on the
fifth terminal 15.

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram showing a configuration
example of the second switching unit 22 having an input
tolerant function. In the example shown in FIG. 6, the
second switching unit 22 includes NMOS transistors N21 to
N23, PMOS transistors P21 to P27, and an inverter INV. An
analog switch is configured with the NMOS transistor N21
and the PMOS transistor P21.

In the first mode, a control signal output from the control
unit 30 is at a high level. In this case, since a node C of FIG.
6 is at a low level, the analog switch configured with the
NMOS transistor N21 and the PMOS transistor P21 is in a
conductive state.

In the second mode, a control signal output from the
control unit 30 is at a low level. In this case, since the node
C of FIG. 6 is at a high level, the analog switch configured
with the NMOS transistor N21 and the PMOS transistor P21
is in a state of being cutoff.

In the second mode, since the state of the PMOS transistor
P23 is constantly ON, a node VDSUB and the power
potential VDD have the same potential. When the potential
of the fourth terminal 14 exceeds the power potential VDD,
the charge is charged to the node VDSUB in a floating state
due to a parasitic diode of the PMOS transistor P22, and the
potential of the node VDSUB is gradually increased. The
electrical current is applied to the PMOS transistor P22
when the potential of the node VDSUB becomes higher than
the power potential VDD by an amount of a threshold
voltage Vth of the PMOS transistor P22, and the node
VDSUB and the fourth terminal 14 have the same potential.
By doing so, electrical current is applied to the PMOS
transistor P24 and the node C and the node VDSUB have the
same potential, and the analog switch configured with the
NMOS transistor N21 and the PMOS transistor P21 are
maintained in a state of being cutoff. Accordingly, even
when the potential of the fourth terminal 14 exceeds the
power potential VDD, it is possible to electrically disconnect
the fourth terminal 14 and an internal circuit (XO terminal
input and output unit 44 in the example shown in FIG. 1 and
FIG. 5) and to prevent an unintentional error, in the same
manner as in a case where the potential of the fourth terminal
14 is equal to or less than the power potential VDD. In
addition, even when the potential of the fourth terminal 14
exceeds the power potential VDD, it is possible to prevent
reverse flow of the current from the fourth terminal 14 to the
fifth terminal 15 without turning on a parasitic diode
between the drain or the source terminal of the PMOS
transistor P21 and a substrate potential.

2. Oscillation Circuit According to Second
Embodiment

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram of an oscillation circuit 1a
according to a second embodiment. The same reference
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numerals are used for the same configuration as in the
oscillation circuit 1 shown in FIG. 1, and specific description
thereof will be omitted.

In the oscillation circuit 1a according to the embodiment,
a terminal which also functions as a terminal to which an
output signal of the output buffer 43 is output is set as the
fourth terminal 14, and a terminal which also functions as a
terminal for frequency control is set as the sixth terminal 16.
The oscillation circuit 1a includes a second switching unit
22a, and the second switching unit 22a switches modes of
electrical connection between the second terminal 12 and the
fourth terminal 14.

Since the fourth terminal 14 of the oscillation circuit 1a is
normally not a terminal to which a signal is normally input
by a user, as the second switching unit 22a, a simple analog
switch without an input tolerant function can be used.
Accordingly, it is possible to reduce a circuit size. In
addition, with the oscillation circuit 1a, the same effects as
those of the oscillation circuit 1 according to the first
embodiment are obtained for the same reasons.

3. Oscillation Circuit According to Third
Embodiment

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram of an oscillation circuit 15
according to a third embodiment. The same reference
numerals are used for the same configuration as in the
oscillation circuit 1 shown in FIG. 1, and specific description
thereof will be omitted.

The oscillation circuit 15 according to the embodiment
includes a seventh terminal 17 as a terminal for frequency
control, and the fourth terminal 14 and the seventh terminal
17 are configured as independent terminals.

Even with the oscillation circuit 15, the same effects as
those of the oscillation circuit 1 are obtained for the same
reasons. In addition, since the fourth terminal 14 and the
seventh terminal 17 are configured to be independent, it is
possible to omit the second switching unit 22. Accordingly,
it is possible to reduce a circuit size.

4. Oscillator

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of an oscillator 1000 of
the embodiment. The oscillator 1000 includes an electronic
component 2 and the vibrator 100 configuring the oscillation
circuit 1. In the example shown in FIG. 9, the oscillator 1000
includes a package 1100 which accommodates the electronic
component 2 and the vibrator 100 in the same space. In the
example shown in FIG. 9, the oscillator 1000 includes a
cover 1200 and electrodes 1300. In the example shown in
FIG. 9, the electronic component 2 is configured as a
one-chip semiconductor device. In addition, as the vibrator
100, a crystal vibrator, a SAW resonator, a piezoelectric
vibrator using piezoelectric ceramic, or a MEMS vibrator
may be used.

A recess is provided in the package 1100, and an accom-
modation chamber 1400 is provided by covering the recess
with the cover 1200. In the package 1100, wires and termi-
nals for electrically connecting the oscillation circuit 1 and
the vibrator 100 to each other are provided on the surface of
the recess or in the package 1100. In addition, the electrodes
1300 electrically connected to the third terminal 13 (VSS),
the fourth terminal 14 (VC), the fifth terminal 15 (VDD),
and the sixth terminal 16 (OUT) of the oscillation circuit 1
are provided on the package 1100.

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of an oscillator 10004 of
a modification example. The oscillator 1000a includes the
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electronic component 2 and the vibrator 100 configuring the
oscillation circuit 1. In the example shown in FIG. 10, the
oscillator 1000a includes a package 1100a which accom-
modates the electronic component 2 and the vibrator 100 in
the same space. In the example shown in FIG. 10, the
oscillator 1000a includes the cover 1200, the electrodes
1300 and a sealing member 1500. In the example shown in
FIG. 10, the electronic component 2 is configured as one-
chip semiconductor device. In addition, as the vibrator 100,
a crystal vibrator, a SAW resonator, a piezoelectric vibrator
using piezoelectric ceramics, or an MEMS vibrator may be
used.

In the package 1100a, two recesses are provided on
opposing surfaces, an accommodation chamber 1400qa is
provided by covering one of the recesses by the cover 1200,
and an accommodation chamber 14006 is provided by
covering one of the recesses with the sealing member 1500.
In the example shown in FIG. 10, the vibrator 100 is
accommodated in the accommodation chamber 1400a, and
the electronic component 2 is accommodated in the accom-
modation chamber 14005. In the package 1100a, wires and
terminals for electrically connecting the oscillation circuit 1
and the vibrator 100 to each other are provided on the
surface of the recesses or in the package 1100aq. In addition,
the electrodes 1300 electrically connected to the third ter-
minal 13 (VSS), the fourth terminal 14 (VC), the fifth
terminal 15 (VDD), and the sixth terminal 16 (OUT) of the
oscillation circuit 1 are provided on the package 1100a.

According to the oscillator 1000 and the oscillator 1000a
of the embodiment, since the oscillation circuit 1 with
improved reliability in the inspection of the vibrator 100 is
provided, it is possible to realize the oscillator 1000 and the
oscillator 1000 with improved reliability in the inspection
of the vibrator 100. The same effects described above are
also obtained for the same reasons, even when oscillation
circuit 1a or the oscillation circuit 15, instead of the oscil-
lation circuit 1, is used in the electronic component 2
configuring the oscillation circuit 1. Since the terminal
dedicated to the inspection is commonly used with the
terminal used at the time of the normal operation, it is
possible to reduce the number of terminals and to miniatur-
ize the oscillator 1000 and the oscillator 10004.

5. Manufacturing Method of Oscillator

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing a manufacturing method
of the oscillator 1000 according to the embodiment.

The manufacturing method of the oscillator 1000 accord-
ing to the embodiment includes: preparing a configuration of
including the oscillation circuit 1 including oscillation unit
10 which includes first terminal 11 and the second terminal
12 connected to the vibrator 100, the third terminal 13
connected to the ground potential VSS (predetermined
potential), the fourth terminal 14 which is electrically con-
nected to the second terminal 12, and the first switching unit
21 which switches modes of electrical connection between
the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13, and the
vibrator 100, in which the oscillation circuit 1 and the
vibrator 100 are electrically connected to each other, and the
first switching unit 21 is switched so as to electrically
connect the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13 to each
other; applying the AC voltage to the third terminal 13 and
the fourth terminal 14; and switching the first switching unit
21 so as not to electrically connect the first terminal 11 and
the third terminal 13 to each other.

First, a configuration in which the oscillation circuit 1 and
the vibrator 100 are electrically connected to each other and
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the first switching unit 21 is switched so as to electrically
connect the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13 to each
other (preparation step; step S100) is prepared. More spe-
cifically, a configuration in which the vibrator 100 is elec-
trically connected between the first terminal 11 and the
second terminal 12 of the oscillation circuit 1 is prepared.
For example, the control unit 30 may set the mode of the first
switching unit 21 to the first mode after connecting the
oscillation circuit 1 to the vibrator 100, and the oscillation
circuit 1 in which the mode of the first switching unit 21 is
set to the first mode by the control unit 30 in advance may
be connected to the vibrator 100.

After step S100, the AC voltage is applied to the third
terminal 13 and the fourth terminal 14 (AC voltage applying
step; step S102).

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing an outline of the AC
voltage applying step. In the example shown in FIG. 12, the
overdrive inspection of the vibrator 100 is performed by
using a power 2000 and a signal generator 3000. The
overdrive inspection of the vibrator 100 may be performed
by using an externally-attached oscillation circuit which can
be resonated with the vibrator 100, for example, a Colpitts
oscillation circuit, instead of the signal generator 3000. The
drive level inspection may be performed instead of the
overdrive inspection, and the two inspections of the over-
drive inspection and the drive level inspection may be
performed.

The electrode 1300 (VDD) of the oscillator 1000 electri-
cally connected to the fifth terminal 15 (VDD) of the
oscillation circuit 1 is connected to a power supply terminal
of the power 2000. The electrode 1300 (VSS) of the oscil-
lator 1000 electrically connected to the third terminal 13
(VSS) of the oscillation circuit 1 is connected to the ground
potential VSS. The electrode 1300 (VC) of the oscillator
1000 electrically connected to the fourth terminal 14 (VC) of
the oscillation circuit 1 is connected to an output terminal of
the signal generator 3000. The electrode 1300 (OUT) of the
oscillator 1000 electrically connected to the sixth terminal
16 (OUT) of the oscillation circuit 1 is not connected to any
of the elements.

With the configuration shown in FIG. 12, it is possible to
apply the AC voltage between the third terminal 13 and the
fourth terminal 14. Accordingly, it is possible to perform the
inspection of the characteristics of the vibrator 100 such as
overdrive inspection or drive level inspection.

After step S102, the first switching unit 21 is switched so
that the first terminal 11 and the third terminal 13 are not
electrically connected to each other (switching step; step
S104). Specifically, the control unit 30 switches the mode of
the first switching unit 21 to the second mode, for example.
Accordingly, the oscillator 1000 can be constantly operated.
In the manufacturing method described above, the oscilla-
tion circuit 1 has been described by using a configuration of
including only the first switching unit 21, but there is no
limitation thereof, and the oscillation circuit 1 which
includes the second switching unit 22 which controls the
electrical connection between the second terminal 12 and the
fourth terminal 14 and switches the modes of the first
switching unit 21 and the second switching unit 22 in
association with each other may be used.

According to the manufacturing method of the oscillator
1000 of the embodiment, by supplying the voltage signal
(one example of the AC voltage) for inspecting the vibrator
100 between the third terminal 13 and the fourth terminal 14
in the AC voltage applying step, it is possible to perform the
inspection of the characteristics of the vibrator 100 such as
overdrive inspection or drive level inspection. At the time of
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the normal operation of the oscillation circuit 1 and the
inspection of the vibrator 100, the third terminal 13 can be
commonly used, and accordingly it is possible to reduce the
number of terminals used in the inspection, compared to a
case of providing an inspecting terminal dedicated to the
inspection. Thus, it is possible to reduce the possibility of an
inspection malfunction due to a failure in the electrical
connection between a probe for inputting an inspecting
signal and a terminal on the oscillation circuit 1 side, and
therefore, it is possible to realize the manufacturing method
of the oscillator 1000 with improved reliability in the
inspection of the vibrator 100.

In the manufacturing method of the oscillator 1000
described above, the signal applied to the third terminal 13
and the fourth terminal 14 in the signal applying step (step
S102) may be at least one of the signal for overdrive
inspection and the signal for drive level inspection.

According to the embodiment, since at least one of the
overdrive inspection and the drive level inspection is per-
formed as the inspection of the vibrator 100, it is possible to
determine that the oscillator 1000 confirmed as a good
product in the inspection of the vibrator 100, is a good
product. Therefore, it is possible to manufacture the oscil-
lator 1000 with high reliability.

The same effects described above are also obtained for the
same reasons, even when oscillation circuit 1a or the oscil-
lation circuit 15 is used instead of the oscillation circuit 1.
In addition, it is also possible to manufacture the oscillator
1000a in the same manner as the oscillator 1000, and the
same effects described above are obtained.

6. Electronic Device

FIG. 13 is a functional block diagram of the electronic
device 300 according to the embodiment. The same refer-
ence numerals are used for the same configuration as in the
embodiments described above, and specific description
thereof will be omitted.

An electronic device 300 according to the embodiment is
the electronic device 300 including the oscillation circuit 1,
the oscillation circuit 1a, the oscillation circuit 15, the
oscillator 1000, or the oscillator 1000a. FIG. 13 shows the
electronic device 300 including the oscillation circuit 1. In
the example shown in FIG. 13, the electronic device 300
includes the vibrator 100, the oscillation circuit 1, a multi-
plication circuit 310, a central processing unit (CPU) 320, an
operation unit 330, a read only memory (ROM) 340, a
random access memory (RAM) 350, a communication unit
360, a display unit 370, and a sound output unit 380. In the
electronic device 300 according to the embodiment, some of
the constituent elements (units) shown in FIG. 9 may be
omitted or modified, and the other constituent elements may
be added.

The multiplication circuit 310 supplies a clock pulse to
not only the CPU 320 (not shown) but also to each unit. The
clock pulse may be a signal which is obtained by extracting
a desirable harmonic signal from an oscillation signal from
the oscillation circuit 1 connected to the vibrator 100 by the
multiplication circuit 310, or may be a signal obtained by
multiplying the oscillation signal from the oscillation circuit
1 by the multiplication circuit 310 including a PLL synthe-
sizer (not shown).

The CPU 320 performs various calculation processes or
control processes by using the clock pulse output by the
multiplication circuit 310, according to a program stored in
the ROM 340 or the like. Specifically, the CPU 320 performs
various processes according to an operation signal from the
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operation unit 330, a process of controlling the communi-
cation unit 360 for performing data communication with the
outside, a process of transmitting a display signal for dis-
playing various information items on the display unit 370,
and a process of outputting various sounds to the sound
output unit 380.

The operation unit 330 is an input device configured with
an operation key or a button switch, and outputs the opera-
tion signal to the CPU 320 according to the operation
performed by a user.

The ROM 340 stores a program or data allowing the CPU
320 to perform various calculation processes or control
processes.

The RAM 350 is used as an operation area of the CPU
320, and temporarily stores a program or data read out from
the ROM 340, data input from the operation unit 330, and an
operation result executed according to various programs by
the CPU 320.

The communication unit 360 performs various controls
for satisfying data communication between the CPU 320 and
an external device.

The display unit 370 is a display device configured with
a liquid crystal display (LCD) or an electrophoretic display,
and displays various information items based on a display
signal input from the CPU 320.

The sound output unit 380 is a device such as a speaker
which outputs sound.

According to the electronic device 300 of the embodi-
ment, since the oscillation circuit 1, the oscillation circuit 1a,
the oscillation circuit 15, the oscillator 1000, or the oscillator
1000 with improved reliability in the inspection of the
vibrator 100 are included, it is possible to realize the
electronic device 300 with high reliability.

Various electronic devices are considered as the electronic
device 300. For example, a personal computer (for example,
a mobile-type personal computer, a laptop-type personal
computer, or a tablet-type personal computer), a moving
object terminal such as a mobile phone, a digital still camera,
an ink jet type discharging apparatus (for example, ink jet
printer), a storage area network apparatus such as a router or
a switch, a local area network apparatus, an apparatus for
moving object terminal base station, a television, a video
camera, a video recorder, a car navigation apparatus, a pager,
an electronic organizer (including a communication func-
tion), an electronic dictionary, a calculator, an electronic
game device, a game controller, a word processor, a work
station, a video phone, a security monitor, electronic bin-
oculars, a POS (point of sale) terminal, medical equipment
(for example, an electronic thermometer, a blood pressure
meter, a blood glucose meter, an ECG measuring device, a
ultrasound diagnostic device, an electronic endoscope), a
fishfinder, a variety of measurement equipments, a meter
(for example, meters for vehicles, aircraft, ships), a flight
simulator, a head mounted display, motion tracing, motion
tracking, a motion controller, PDR (pedestrian position and
azimuth measurement), and the like.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an example of the appear-
ance of a smart phone which is an example of the electronic
device 300. The smart phone which is the electronic device
300 includes buttons as the operation unit 330 and an LCD
as the display unit 370. Since the smart phone which is the
electronic device 300 includes the oscillation circuit 1, the
oscillation circuit 1a, the oscillation circuit 15, the oscillator
1000, or the oscillator 10004, it is possible to realize the
electronic device 300 with high reliability.

7. Moving Object

FIG. 15 is a diagram (top view) showing an example of
a moving object 400 according to the embodiment. The
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same reference numerals are used for the same configuration
as in the embodiments described above, and specific
description thereof will be omitted.

The moving object 400 according to the embodiment is a
moving object including the oscillation circuit 1, the oscil-
lation circuit 1a, the oscillation circuit 15, the oscillator
1000, or the oscillator 1000a. FIG. 15 shows the moving
object 400 including the oscillator 1000. In the example
shown in FIG. 15, the moving object 400 includes a con-
troller 420, a controller 430, and a controller 440 which
performs various controls of an engine system, a brake
system, and a keyless entry system, and a battery 450, and
a backup battery 460. In the moving object 400 according to
the embodiment, a part of the constituent elements (units)
shown in FIG. 15 may be omitted or modified, and other
constituent elements may be added.

According to the moving object 400 of the embodiment,
since the oscillation circuit 1, the oscillation circuit 1a, the
oscillation circuit 15, the oscillator 1000, or the oscillator
10004 with improved reliability in the inspection of the
vibrator 100 are included, it is possible to realize the moving
object 400 with high reliability.

Various moving objects are considered as the moving
object 400, for example a vehicle (including an electric
vehicle), an aircraft such as a jet or a helicopter, a ship, a
rocket, or a satellite.

The embodiments or modification examples have been
described, but the invention is not limited to the embodi-
ments or modification examples, and the invention can be
realized with various embodiments within a range not
departing from a scope thereof.

The invention includes substantially the same configura-
tion as the configuration described in the embodiments (for
example, a configuration having the same functions, meth-
ods, and results, or a configuration having the same object
and effects). The invention includes a configuration obtained
by replacing the non-essential parts of the configuration
described in the embodiments. The invention includes a
configuration for realizing the same operation effects or a
configuration for reaching the same object as the configu-
ration described in the embodiments. The invention includes
a configuration obtained by adding the related art to the
configuration described in the embodiments.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.
2013-225998 filed Oct. 30, 2013 is expressly incorporated
by reference herein.

What is claimed is:

1. An oscillation circuit comprising:

an oscillation unit which includes a first terminal and a
second terminal connected to a vibrator;

a third terminal which is connected to a power potential
having a predetermined potential;

a fourth terminal which is electrically connected to the
second terminal;

a first switching unit which switches modes of electrical
connection between the first terminal and the third
terminal; and

a control unit that controls modes of the first switching
unit, wherein:

the fourth terminal receives at least one of an AC voltage
for driving the vibrator and a voltage for operating the
oscillation unit,

the first switching unit includes:

a first mode in which the first terminal and the third
terminal are electrically coupled, and

a second mode in which the first terminal and the third
terminal are electrically uncoupled to each other, and



US 9,461,585 B2

23

the control unit switches the first switching unit from the
second mode to the first mode based on a clock signal
input in a period in which the power potential being
supplied is equal to or greater than a reference value.

2. The oscillation circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the predetermined potential is a ground potential.

3. The oscillation circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the first switching unit is a circuit adapted to
prevent the oscillation unit from receiving a voltage
higher than a maximum voltage applied to the first
terminal while the oscillation unit is operated.

4. The oscillation circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the first terminal is an input terminal of the
oscillation unit.

5. The oscillation circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the first switching unit includes a transistor.

6. The oscillation circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the fourth terminal is not any one of:

a power terminal to which a power potential is sup-
plied,

a ground terminal which is connected to a ground
potential, and

an oscillation terminal to which an oscillation signal of
the oscillation circuit is output.

7. The oscillation circuit according to claim 1, further

comprising:

a second switching unit which switches modes of elec-
trical connection between the second terminal and the
fourth terminal.

8. The oscillation circuit according to claim 1, further

comprising:

a second switching unit which switches modes of elec-
trical connection between the second terminal and the
fourth terminal wherein:

the second switching unit includes:

a first mode in which the second terminal and the fourth
terminal are electrically connected to each other, and

a second mode in which the second terminal and the
fourth terminal are not electrically connected to each
other, and

the control unit controls the second switching unit and
switches the mode of the first switching unit and the
second switching unit from the second modes to the
first modes based on the clock signal input in the period
in which the power potential being supplied is equal to
or greater than the reference value.
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9. An oscillator comprising:
the oscillation circuit according to claim 1; and
a vibrator.
10. The oscillator according to claim 9, further compris-
ing:
a package which accommodates both the oscillation cir-
cuit and the vibrator.
11. A manufacturing method of an oscillator, comprising:
preparing an assembly having:
an oscillation circuit including:
an oscillation unit which includes a first terminal and
a second terminal connected to a vibrator,
a third terminal which is connected to a predeter-
mined potential,
a fourth terminal which is electrically connected to
the second terminal, and
a first switching unit which switches modes of elec-
trical connection between the first terminal and the
third terminal,
a control unit that switches the first switching unit from
a second mode to a first mode based on a clock signal
input in a period in which the predetermined poten-
tial being supplied is equal to or greater than a
reference value; and
a vibrator electrically connected to the oscillation cir-
cuit,
causing the first switching unit to electrically connect the
first terminal and the third terminal to each other in the
first mode;
applying an AC voltage to the third terminal and the
fourth terminal; and
switching the first switching unit so as to electrically
disconnect the first terminal and the third terminal from
each other in the second mode.
12. The manufacturing method of an oscillator according
to claim 11,
wherein the AC voltage applied to the third terminal and
the fourth terminal is at least one of a voltage for
overdrive inspection and a voltage for drive level
inspection.
13. An electronic device comprising the oscillation circuit
according to claim 1.
14. A moving object comprising the oscillation circuit
according to claim 1.
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